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I- wiſh it may anſwer the' Deſign of it, 
which every-Good Man*will' allow to be 


et nfl ar faſt 
0 » DULL Nagemenxt 

rg Yar ld; Jn n: es 
h " h ] , k ; 1 $03 
ef hg «0 Co teu ar Or 


! Compoſure. TET T0) 

It will probably be thought one Defef in 
this Diſcourſe, That having (infiftet_too/much 
upon the Hiſtorical part of my Subject, I 
have not drawn out the Applications to q duc 
Icngth, but have ſpent more time in raiſing 
and expoſing old Jewiſh Ghoſts, than in lays 
ing thoſe Evil-Spirits: which the! Magick of 
Money has \raisd \in our own 1 But 
tho . Jeruſalem be the Scene, and Ifracl the 
Actors in #his Wicked: Conſpiracy, 'yet the like 
corrupt.” Praflices: being © every - Day"deteftevÞ | 
and fo publickly known among uz," I preſently * 
concluded that -my Animadverſions upon "the 
Text, being an_unparall'dq Inflanze' of Bribe' 
ry, wou d with eaſe be extended to reath\'alf 
Corruptions' of like Complexion , ant there- 
by ſuperſede many Particulars. in the point\' of 
App ICation... "1 $3 5: Wu WY  I\KIRIT 
I'm ſorry\\that'\ (Diſcourſes of - this: Natute 
ſhou'd be Licens'd ani made neceſſary by pub 
lick Scandals, and crying Abuſes : But when 
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it'is obvious t0, mhat Dn Jome Men ſacri; 
fece\ their, Conſe Ny aj we' hear of . Pt 

vate Purſcs unjuſt #nd the Poblick- 
Exchequer _ he Lark and drein'dby a ſe- 
cet, Diabetic "Faſt on..In,a | Tt When we ſee 
vhat ſeruile et s ra flices this Natt- 
0n-muſt ſoon nder,.\if they bad 
not been WE ; _=_ WY every conſidering 

honeſt, Man wit: ſa:far,glain. rivilege. io b 
his own Repreſentative, 4s to Phut in bis V 
That thoſe {clonious Glactons who. ave "pe 
pon the Publick "Treaſury , or eaten. the 
Children's Bread, be made to diſgorge all a- 
gain, till they hark peid back the very laſt 
Mite. 

But. we have reaſon to bleſs God that there 
was Virtug enou OK t in the Fountain 70 
purB6* it felP; OR is'to be hoped that Men 
hereafter will be afr aw. of that Rock on which 
4 WC ak f late, while both Hou- 

WY, Yo Zeal took up Arms a- 
gainſt Solomon's Men of Oblations, as well 
the Givers as the Receivers of Bribes, by whoſe 
Baſeneſs the poor Country might otherwiſe have 
been ſoon Bought and Sold into extream Pe- 
nur) and Slavery. 

: And, indeed, it is to be wiſl'd, that all 
other - Magiſtrates, &s they love their Coun- 
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try, wou'd (trike white the Tron is hot, © Veſt 
Piiquity # aft prevail by "Ojlom, one” plend 
Preſcriptidht 

But I forbear, i= #6r har T think 46S 
theſe treacherows Under-hand-Dealers -c4* 6b 
"tdb niuch exþb32 \ro" popular Srorm \and DA4- 
ſin. "But left Wis proddking SabjeR \tranſyore 
me' unto any Thdeceht Watiniths, which yer 
I think Y0fe \pardoneble-\in\ this Caſs Hhar'n 
-faral Tere 2nd" Forbearancs. 7 we 
z4d"no mote, but that I glory in ny Pub 
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*.\Nath. Drake. 
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So they took the Money, and did as they 


were taught. md 


T is a juſt Obſervation which the Wiſe King 

Solomon has left us in his excellent Book. of 
Proverbs; The king by judgment ſtabliſheth the 
land, but he that receiveth gifts overthroweth it. 
The former of which Propoſetions is a moſt 
approved Truth, confirmed by the joint Suffrages 
and Experience of all Nations, viz. That the Sove- 
reign Exerciſe of Juſtice and impartial Execution of 
Good Laws, is, (under God)/ the firmeſt eſtabliſh- 
ment of a Kingdom, and the' beſt ſecurity of any 
Governmear. 

This then being taken for granted, it follows 
neceſfarily, That whatſoever perverteth the' Courſe 
of Juſtice, is deſtruftive of Government. And herein 
lies the reaſon of the following DisjunFion, which 
is full and pertinent, But he that receiveth gifts over- 
throweth the land; the Argument of which, in due 
Syllogiſtical Form, runs thus: —— 

That which corrupteth Judgment, which 1s the 
Pillar and Ground of the Government, overthrow- 
eth the Land ; 

But Unjuſt Gifts, or Bribes corrupt Judgment, 

erefore he that receiveth thoſe Gitts oyerthrow- 
eth'the Land. -- z9-m0x#779,he digs away the Ground- 
work, he ſhakes the very _— of it; tho' at ou 
ent 
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ſent he makes no open diſcernable Breach in the 
Government, yet as a Secret Enemy, he undermines 
the main Foundation, he corrupts Juſtice, the ſteady 
Support of the State, and perverteth Trwth , the 
rand Pillar of the Church, and Worm-ears the 
lanks of that Veſſel wherein the Safety of both 
is embark'd. LEVY 

Nor does Truth and Juſtice ſuffer leſs by the 
Giver than by the Recerver of Bribes ; he is the 
Vir Oblationum here as well as the other, and, as 
the Seventy render it, is avip =P#ro4us, a Violator 
of the Laws in this Caſe , as well as he that 
does the Accurſed Drudgery for the Reward of Ini- 
nity. 

; Now at a Seaſon when we have Enemies a- 
broa4, that watch all Opportunities to overthrow 
our Land, it ſeems more eſpecially neceſſary that 
the Government ſhonld have an Eye upon theſe 
treacherous Miners within , who for love bf Mo- 
ney, or thro' deſperate Malice, are digging Graves 
for Us and themſelves, and mr drm Enemy's 
Work : For how ſhall our Ciradel r the Shock. 
of Foreigners, if it be undermin'd by our Own 
treacherous Hands, . 

Our Royal Maſter (whom God preſerve and pro- 
ſper) is gone to put a Stop to the Advances of 
our Forerzn Enemies, and has left his Adminiſtra- 
tors of _ the Honourable Jadges of this Realm, 
ro (tabliſh the Land by Jadgment, to tye thoſe 
Treacherows Hands that wou'd overturn it, as well 
the twalicions Buyers © of a Lye, as the Mercenary 
Sellers 'f Truth}, "who facrifice Laws and Liberries, 
Truth and Equity, Church and State to their co- 
vetous or malicious Luſts. 

& Now 
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Now Enemies ought to be regarded chiefly - in 
proportion to their Power : Little Adverſaries, 
and low-defigning Traytors may be flighted and 
over-look'd, but Ie mult be a very fheepy or eor- 
rupt Government which does not ſearch and exa- 
mine narrowly jnto this Old Exchange, which in 
every Age and Nation, has been fet up and ma- 
nagd by the Father of Lies and his Agents, 'to 
egy Prejudice of T:ruth,. and Obſtruftion of 
altice. | 

Now that you may ſee what bold deſperate At- 
tempts may be made with Mozey, and conſequent- 
ly how that ſecret Spring of - Miſchief ought to be 
guarded, I have at this time pitch'd upon the high- 
eſt and moſt daring Inſtance of Subornation and 
Bribery, that ever was recorded in Hiſtory, or aFed 
upon any Theatre in the World. 


The Matter ; $4 is faithfully _ recorded by 
St. Matthew to this EffeR. 

The inbuman Jews having proſecuted the Holy 
FESUS to Death, with a falſe ſhew of Juſtice, 
reſt not there, but their Chief Priefts and Phariſees 
go in 4 Body to Pilate, the Rowan Judge, from 
whom they had extorted the Bloody Sentence, and 
addreſs him thus 5 


« Sir, We remember that That Deceiver ſaid, 
« while he was yet alive, After three days 1 wil 
« riſe again; therefore to oe any further: Se- 
« duction ,of the People, 'd to command 
<« that the Sepulchre be made ſure, until the Third 
i« Day, leſt his Diſciples come by Night, and ſteal 

< him away, and ſay unto the People, He i riſen 
| | B 2 © from 
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« from the dead; fo the laſt Error or Impoſture 
* ſhall be worſe than the firſt. 


Pilate grants their Requeſt, bids 'em fſatisfie them- 
ſelves in every Particular, tells 'em they had a Guard 
of Roman Soldiers at their Service, and leaves them 
to uſe all means they cou'd deviſe to ſecure the 


'. crucify'd Body in the Grave. 


peda de [1+ 
cu ſant, 


CaP. 2. 


So they reſolving to make ſure Work of it, and, 
if poſlible, to out-do the Tyranny of Death, ſeal'd 
the Sepulchre, and, as an Ancient Tradition ſays, 
bound it about with Labels of Iron, and gave ſuch 
ſtri& charge to the Soldiers, as if they had inten- 
ded to have made it ſurer than the Decrees of 
Fate, or the uncontroll'd Laws of Nature. 

Thus the Watch is ſet, and a maſly Stone roll'd 
to the Door of the Sepulchre, to keep the K ing 4 
Glory in Chains, and the Lord of Life in the Bands 
of Death. þ.. 1.3.4 > - 3248 

But . He that ſitteth in Heaven laugh'd theſe 
Wretches to ſcorn ; not all their Malicious Contri- 
vances, in conjunftion with Hell and the Grave, 


' cou'd hold him there, where God had- a ſtronger 


Gnard than theſe Confpirators, for the Angels de- 
icended Guardians of ' the / Sepulchre 3 and on the 
Third Day, to the confuſion and Aſtohiſhment of 
the Rowan Garriſon , all the Bands and Bars of 
Death are broken up, the mighty Blockade remo- 
ved, \and the Priſon -Doors'open'd with Triumph 
to make way for the King of Glory. 

And farther, ſach was the Power of our Lord's 
Reſurrection, that'ir not only made the Store grve 
way, but the Angelick Lightning even pierc'd the 


Stony Hearts of the Soldiers ,. and forcd 'em to 


make 
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make a Confeflion to the Chict Prieſts of a/ the 
things that were done ; but they, reſolving to per- 
fiſt in their Iniquity,, and to render 'it fate and 
unqueſtionable by a new Crime, (to {trengthen their 
impotent: ineffective Malice )| betake themſelves to 
Money, the uſual Aqua wite , as one calls it, of 
fainting cauſes; with this they hire the Soldiers to 
tell a moſt incredible Lye, viz. That the Diſciples 
came by night, and ſtole the body away while they 
ſept. A Monſtrous Abſurdity! But the greedy 
Penſioners, regarding nothing but the Reward, took 
the money, and did as they were taught. 


This Hiſtorical Account, which our Evangeliſt 
gives of this Matter, is ſufficiently confirm'd by ©o- 
ther Hiſtorians of: unqueſtionable Credit, as we ſhall 
ſee hereafter. 

But ar preſent, that we may ſee more diſtinttly 
what inveterate Malice, and (laviſh Avarice, when 
Covenanted together can do, our Inqueſt ſhall be 
accountable for theſe Four Things. 


I. Why, or to what End was this Money given and 
receiv'd ? 

II, Who they were that gave and receiv'd it ? 

HI. What Reward was given ? 

IV. How the Bargain was perform'd ? 


Of theſe in their Order, with a DeduGion of 
ſach Inferences as I judge applicable to this Occa- 
fion 3 and all with that. Brevity as ſhall ſhew my 
humble Regard to your Patience, and to your 
Buſineſs. 


The 
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The Firſt Article of Enquiry is, Why, or to 
what End was this Money given and receiv'd ? 

To the baſeſt | Ends and Purpoſes imaginable, 
to (tile Truth, and ſubſtitute a Lye in the room 
of it. It was given to baffle the cleareſt Evidence 
of Chriſt's Returreftionz it was receivd to bear 
falſe Witnel(s againſt a moſt apparent and nndif. 
guisd Truth: And more than that, it was both 
given and recav'd, not only to Eclipſe the Light of 
the Truth, but to foiſt in a prodigious Deviliſh 
Lye. 

"A Lye moſt Maliciouſly laid againſt the Capital 
Article of our Religion, being delign'd to behead 
Chriſtianity at a Blow. 

A Lye molt QOngratefully Wicked, carry'd on by 
Suborning Witneſſes with —_—_— of Iniquity, a- 
gainſt Him who had purchaſed their Redemption 
with the price of his Blood. 

A Lye moſt notoriouſly Impudent, made by thoſe 
who gave the Money, and known to be fo by 
thoſe who receiv'd it, being hired to contradit 
their own Depoſitions, and torſwear themſelves as 
often as they were call'd to it. 

Bur withal, one of the groſeft and worſt-contriv'd 
Lyes that ever was made, wherein the Father ..of 
Lyes, according to his Cuſtom, withdrew -b;s poli- 
tick Influence, and left his wretched Agents to their 
own Infatuations. | | 

For, is it likely that the Deſponding Diſciples of 
Jeſas, who were diſmay*d and fcatter'd upon his Cru- 
citixion, and durſt ſcarce ſhew themſelves, ſhou'd 


venture thro' ſo much Hazard and Difficulty to 
ſteal a Dead Carkaſs ? 


Can 
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Can it be reaſonably imagin'd, that a tew forlors, 
naked, and nnarm'd Men, ſhou'd dare to attack the 
Grerdr, and force the fortify d Sepulchre ? 

But (waving theſe, and a Thouſand more groſs 
Improbaltilities) Who faw the Diſciples do this? gr 
bow do the Guard know it was ſo? --- Why, we 
are told that all this was done while they ſlept : 
0 finite Inſeria | Fooliſh and. beſotted Madnels, to 
give Credut to ſjeeping Witneſſes / If they flept, how 
cou'd / they | know. it? and if they did not know 
it, how cou'd they witneſs it? But I ask pardon 
for infilting upon this ridiculous and exploded 
+ which, if ic need Confuting, contutes it 


Bat I bave mention'd theſe things the better to 
introduce this Inference ; 


That no Cauſe is fo. juſt, no Truth fo evident, 
but will ſometime or ether be aflaulted by Ma- 
lice, and contradicted for Money, It the Innocence 
of the Hely FES © S cou'd not protect lim, if 
the Evidence of ' his Reſurreftion met with (ſuch 
Cavellers and Gainſayers ; nay, if the infinite Char- 
ming Goodneſs of his Nature was not; ſufficient to 
overcome Evil, what can the beſt of us Mor- 
tals' expe&t , whe Malice and Covetouſnels com. 
bine againſt us? 


Infer. 


It is God's Goodneſs to us of this Nation, that 


poor perſecuted Righteouſneſs has! juſter Cuties of, 
Refuge to flee unto than Fernſalew. That Cuy and 
her Courts were ſtam'd with the Blood, the inno- 
cent Blood of many: of the Prophets, and of the 
Anointed of the Lord; Juſtice and Judgment were 


not to be found within her Gates : But biaſed be 
God, 
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God, in Our's, generally ſpeaking, if we look to 
the Fountain and chief Conduits of Juſtice, -we 
have no juſt Cauſe of complaining in our Streets ; 
No, we muſt own with thankfulneſs, when we re- 
fic upon y Years that are. paſt, that 

now runs as clear as Water, and Righteouſneſs 
like a mighty Stream. 

Indeed it We, the Diſciples of Chriſt, were in 
this reſpeCt as our Maſter, we (hou'd ſay it is enough, 
and be contented 5 but fince his gracious 
on to our Infirmities has placed us in a Land of 
Troth and Juſtice , we ſhould into_his Gates 
of Judgment with Thenksgiving, as Well as into the 
Conrts of San& ary with Proſe s We ſhou'd always 
be* thankful- unto him, and ſpeak good of \his Name, 
But we muſt turn to our Ae 


Second Enquiry z Who they were that gaveand 
receiv'd this Money > The Givers were no worſe 
(1 mean, no leſs Men, for worſe there cou'd nog 
be) than the Chief Prieſts, aſſembled with the E1-. 
ders; or, in a Word, the Sarhedrim, the great Se- 
nate, or High Court of Parliament among the Jews. 
This 1s the higheſt Aggravation of their Wicked- 
neſs: Their Numbers, their Dignity and Office, 
render their Crime more Conſpicuous and Abe- 
minable, * 

Had a few vile Wretches laid a Plot to propa- 
gate an Untruth, there had been nothing extraor- 
dinary in it ; but that the whole Governing part of 
a Nation, that a Number of Prieſts, and Levites, 
and Scribes, with Seventy of the Elders or Judges 
ot {ſracl, ſhou'd all ſhuffle: and conſpire to buy a 
Lye, and that immediatcly after they had ſandtify'd 

the 
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the Sabbath, nay,: and celebrated the great. Feaſt of 
QOnleaven'd Bread too, for that Sabbath-Day was an 
high day ; that they who ſhou'd have been the pub- 
lick Advocates of Truth and Righteouſneſs, ſhou'd 
be Mendacii Sponſoresr, the Betrothers of an im- 
pudent Calumny 3 that that Court which for, its 
Authority, for ſome time pretended Power over 
their Kings, and for its Religious Reputation was 
by their Rabbins call'd The Prop of true Dodrine ; 
that that Court, I ſay, ſhou'd be guilty of moſt 
. baſe and horrid Forgery, wou'd ſcarce be beliey'd 
in a Common-Wealth of honeſt Heathens, 

But this ſhews the ſtrange Degeneracy and Cor- 
ruption of the Jewiſh Church and State at -this 
time, in which Morey had the greateſt Stroke, for- 
aſmuch as their very High-Prieſthood was bought and 
ſold; And it is obſerv'd of rhem, that they wou'd 
ſtake down their whole Religion to ſerve an L[rte- 
reſt, a Turn, or a Luſt: They were Conſcientious 
in nothing but outward Rites ; they kept the ont- 
fide of their Hands clean, but their i»fde was full 
of Gifts, 

Theſe baſe, inglorious Prattices were the dread- 
ful Symptoms of an —— Ruine, which al- 
ways fir appear in ſaviſb Minds : Their Iniquity 
was well-nigh grown to the F url for ſo truly 
Diabolical were they in their Practices, that they 
rejozced in Iniquity. When the Accurſed Traytor 

das commun'd with 'em, how he might betray 

is Maſter, they were glad, ſays the Text, and co- 
venanted to give him Money. 

'And here I cannot but obſerve, to the Eternal 
Reproach of theſe Jewiſh Zealots, and all ſach Hy- 
pocritical Workers of — a generous _ 


- > 
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of Juſtice in the brave old Romans, in the caſe of Pyr- 
rhws, related thus by Cicero z © There was a Fugitive 
«*« that made a Propoſal to the Senate for the Poy- 
« ſoning and — of Pyrrhas ; but the Se. 
© nate and Fabricius deliverd up the Traytor to 
« his Maſter, Such was the Deteſtation they had 
« for Treachery, that they wou'd' not make uſe of 
«ir, tho' to the Deſtrudtion of a Powerful and In- 
* vading Enemy. | 

But ſo baſe: and ignoble are theſe Jewiſh Senates, 
that they embrace and encourage a moſt perfidions 
Traytor againſt the Prince pf Peace, and' not only 
give Money to _y higt to Death, but ro marder 
the Fame of his Reſuxrettion to Life, |, 

Theſe Men of Authority were the Givers of this 
Money, and the Raiſers of this vain Report. Let 
us now examine the Receivers of that, and the Re- 
porters of this. 

Theſe were ſome of the Common Soldiers in'the 
Roman Garriſon, Men of deſperate Fortunes, and 
proſtitute Conſciences, YVendible: Souls, that wou'd 
act any thing tor ora rh and Swear and Lye, as 
well as Kill, for their daily Pay. | 

Now 'tis no wonder that ſuch common Mercena- 
ries ſhou'd be debanch'4, when the Laftfult Senators 
make their Comrt to 'em, with therr Right-hands 
full of Gifts. *Tis no wonder that Slaves are the 
Frumpeters of x Lye, when they ſee the Lords 'af 
the Conncal are the Leaders and Enconragerr to it. 
They knew they were but. the [oper Inſeraments 'of 
their Secret Malice, and they were fecur'd of In- 
demnity in caſe they were calld tro Account for 
thar fhorhful Negligence, or deſerting, their Poſt ; 
for thus their "Warrant runs 3 | 
l; 
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If this to the governour's ears, we will perſuatle 
him, and Gee, or indemnify, yos. - 

So have we known ſome Knights of the'Poſt, 
when their Pardon has been ſecur'd/ before-hand, 
make wonderful Diſcoveries and' Confeſhons''of 
Treaſon, which they were -never guilty 6f,” bfily with 
a wicked Deſign to decuſe others as their Accom- 
plices, and betray innocent Blood. 

But yer, as to the caſe of the Rowan Hirelings, 
| muſt confeſs 'tis matter of Wonder, notwithſtand- 
ing all theſe incouraging Inddcements , how they 
' ſhou'd be perſuaded' 'to undertake this Drudgery 
of Lying againſt a Tr»th, which had fo lately ap- 
pear'd to 'em in ſo much Majeſty and Glory; a 
Truth which by its formidable Power, not only 
made their Hearts to quake, but' the Earth to tremble : 
'Tis a wonder, 1 ſay, that they who, to their ut- 
ter Confufion and Aſtoniſhment, had ſeen the »»- 
weildy Stone remov'd by a refiſtleſs Hand, had felt 
the Earthquake, nay, had felt the more likely Ef- 
fets of a Celeſtial Viſion, which' ſtruck 'em © as 
Dead Mer, fo that there remain'd' no ftrength in 
them 3 'Tis a Wonder, I ſay again; how they cou'd 
be diſobedient to the Heavenly Viſion; how they cou'd 
be hired to kick againſt the Pricks, and to fight as 
gainſt (God 5 when they might juſtly fear, that he 
who made the Earth 'to tremble might 'as wall 
make it oper its Mouth, and fwillow'themn oP 3 
This is a moſt amazing Inſtance of audariows Wick 
edneſs / » an diner Vf 
Bar, ſuch vis is thee. Levity of Mercenary Sotdicts 
and ſuch the prevailing Power of Maney, thatir wilt 
atteſnipt ary thing 51n0t" only” t& t#3ke Towns without 
Force,, and defeat Armies with'a Flying Sidry, but 
C 2 even 
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Infer. 


even to change the Truth of God into a Lye : So im- 
pudent and aſtoniſhing was fhis' Undertaking of- the 
Soldiers ! "61 Bi 

But yet when allis ſaid and done, their baſe juggling 
InftraFers were moſt to blame, who forg'd this Lye, 
and countenan'd it by their Authority, and ſpread 
it per organym Militaris Levitalis, made the Levity 
and Inconſtancy of the Soldiers the Trampet of 
_ ſpiteful Invention. But too much of 
this 3 

Let us now ſee what Irferences this Second Enqui- 
ry will afford, and for Brevity-ſake, among ſeveral 
others, I will only take notice of this One 3 


How dangerows as well as baſe a thing it is, for 
Great Men to interpoſe 'their Authority in the Caſe 
of Subornation and- Bribery. Money may do Mif- 
chief enough of it-ſelf,, but when 'tis animated and 
ſtrengthened with Authority, it will even take up 
Arms againſt Heavey. 1 

It was the Power and Authority 'of the Sarhe- 
drim that encourag'd ſuch an Attempt. as the World 
never before heard of, to ſtop the Sun from Riſtng's, 
and when he was riſen, to blind the Eyes of 
all Mankind with the Duſt of an idle Report. 

[t was by the ſame means of Money and Au- 
thority that Balak and his Princes prevail'd in ſome 
meaſure with the blinded Peophet againſt the Word 
of Truth 3 and, ' 

Thus, Falſe Accuſers are ais'd with Eaſe, and 
ride on without controul, when Money has Magi- 
ſftracy on its ſide, 

But, it is. well obſerv'd by the: Judicious Biſhops * 
Sanderſon,  * That as Magiſtrates are petty _ 

; cc G 
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* God having lent 'em his Name; ſo Falſe Accuſers 
* are petty Devils, the Devil having borrow'd theirs, 
* AizGAG., the Accuſer of the Brethren : For a 
« Magiſtrate then . to. countenance a Sycophant, 
* what is it elſe, ſays he, but as it were to pervert 
* the Courſe of Nature, and make God take the 


* Devil's part ? 


But here again, we of this Nation have fingular 
Reaſon to bleſs God, that tho' the laſt Generation 
was almoſt, if not altogether, as ignom 
bloody corrupt Magiſtracy, and Shaw-Conrts of Fu- 

' ſtice, as ever the Jewiſh Nation: was, yet it 


inious for a 


ſed 


the Lord to reſtore our judges 4s at the firſt, and. 1 Sam. 1. 


our counſellors as at the beginning, and to make our ** 


Zion a city of righteouſneſs. 


But, alas! there are too many ways to pervert 
Juſtice, befides Corruption in Authority 3. for, as the 


aforeſaid Prelate excellently obſerves, Thongh a ge. i. as 
Judge be never ſo honeſtly minded, never fo zea- Muiftrar, 


lous of the Truth, never fo careful to do Right, 
yet if there be (as there always will be) ſome ſpite- 
ful Accuſer or other that will ſuggeſt any thing, 
or an audacious Witneſs. that will ſwear any thing, 
or a crafty Pleader that will maintain any . thing, 
or a tame Jury that will ſwallow any thing, or. a 
cer , that for a Bribe will 
adge, who is tyd to pro- 
4 & probata, cannot with his 7 
beſt Care and Witlom prevent, but ſometimes Jus . 
«bd, and - 


craving Clerk © 
foiſt in any thing 3 the 
ceed ſecundum alle 


ſtice will be perverted, Innocency op 
aſd 


the Guilty Juſtified, But —— Im fe 
ſpent too much time in t 


therefore ſhall make. ſho work. with the other 
Two that follow. 


le that T've. 
e two firſt Enquiries,jand 


Now 


FEY 


An A ſige-Sermon 


Now that which falls under our 


Il. Third Enquiry is, What Reward was here given ? 
And here both the &wale and the Znanturr are obs 
ſervable; here is Money given, and large Money. 

Money, one of the moſt uſeful Inventions for 
Trade and Merchandiſe under the Sun, is peryert- 
ed to more groſs Abuſes, and miſchievous Purpoſes 
than any one thing whatſoever. = 

Particufarly, it has carry'd on moſt of the Wars 
againſt Truth, that Malice or blind Zeal have ever 
raisd. 

And no wonder, that it ſhou'd prove ſuch an Ene- 
my to Truth, when, for the Corruption of Man- 
kind, the Father of Lyes is made the grand Admi- 
niſtrator of it, and therefore is eftntituled PFA3rG:, 
The God of Riches; and Covetonuſneſs is his Catho- 
lick Worſhip, which is Idolatry. 

With this ſecret Inchantment , this bewitching 
Temptation, the (God of this World bas gain'd Pro- 
ſelztes of all Degrees and Profeſlions. © The InfeQti- 
on is Epidemical, from the loweſt to the higheſt ; 

' from the Atheiſt to the Religions Zealot, we find 
ſome tainted with the 1mpious Contagion 3 even 
the Wiſe and the Riphteons have been ſometinties 
dazled with it : | Therefore the Words of the Law 

, Dew.16-19 1re an excellent Caveat in this Caſe, Thon ſhalt = 
wreſt judgment, nor take a gift ; for a gift does blin 
wt. Sen of the Wiſe, and perverts the words of 
the Righteous. ot ' | 

The Arcurſed Thing is- not only to be' found 'in 
Achan's Tent, but in the Ci#nip 'of Saw; nor i 
the Prophet's Servant Getazi only vitiated _ 

| | this 
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this Leprofie,but Belaem,a Prophet of the Lord is blin- 
ded with it: For tho' God had told him politive- 
ly that - he ſhou'd not curſe the People Iſrael, yet 
a ſecond Meſſage from Balak, wrh mighty Promi- 
ſes of Promotion, and double Rewards of Divina- 
tion tempt him to enquire again of (od, 

But [ need not produce theſe lefler Inſtances of 
corrupt Practices wrought by Money, when this was 
the Reward that was taken againſt the Innocent ; 
this was the tempting Fruit, which the Serpentine Se- 
-nators made uſe of to deſtroy our Faith in the Se. 
cond Adam 3 this was the Silver Hook wherewith 
they drew in the greedy Soldiers to execute- their 
wicked Projet; this the only Lare that cou'd 
have brought thoſe Birds of Prey to their Hand. 

I ſhall not throw in that aggravating Obſervati- 
on which ſome Expolitors with probability enough 
make, that this Swbornation was accompany'd with 
Sacritege , reck'ning that this Covenant was made 
with Money dedicated: to pious Uſes, or appropri- 
ated to the Service of the Temple : But, 
be it as it will, 

We are atflur'd that it was a rownd Summ of Mo= 
ney which was given.z for {6 our Evangeliſt tells 
us, that when; they had takea Council, they gave 
large Money unto the Saldiers, apywera ingue, Mo- 
ney ſufficient to ſatyhie them all to carry on the 
Þ Defign without Scruple 4 and thar fare muſt be no 
ſmall Summ for (o hard « Tark, to uphold a Lye of 
that Sze food in need of large Money. | 

But here it is worth obſerving, how much this 
Caballing Aſſembly gave for —_ and how little 
for the Lord of 7r44h, when they /purchas'd. him of 
the Traytor., It is well oblerv'd alſo by one, ea 

theſe 


— 
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theſe crafty Senators, cum avariſſumi ſfint, Mendacinm 
tamen & Damnationem emunt ; tho' they were infa- 
mouſly and deadly Covetous, yet they gave freel 
and_ generouſly for a damnable Lye. Thus ice 
makes even Self-intereſt ſubje&t ro it, nay, makes 
the covetows Miſer turn Prodigal. 

But yet, tho' Malice laid this wicked Plot, 'twas 
Money that put it in Execution, - from whence 1 
wou'd make this ſhort Irference 3 


That of all the various Inducements wherewith 
the wicked World aboundeth, to diſcredit Truth, 
and pervert Juſtice, there is none fo prevalent and 
effeFnal as Money : All the Wit of Men, and Ma- 
lice of Devils cou'd not here find out fuch another 
Expedient, : 

There are indeed other Tools which the Work- 
ers of Iniquity make confiderable uſe of 3 Obſequi- 
ouſneſs and fear ' of Diſpleaſure, which creates ſneak- 
ing Complyances, are too common Inſtruments 1n the 
Hands of the Enemies of Truth z and Exzvy, Ha- 
tred, and Malice may do Milchiet enough, eſpeci- 
ally when fo deeply wrought into Men's Compo- 
ſition, as in the Inſtance re us. 

But tho' Men be miſchievous and wicked enough 
of themſelves, yet are there even in corrupt Nature 
fuch Impreſſions of the common Principles of Truth 
and Juſtice, that Men would not often tell a Lye 
gratis, nor do an il/ thing for nothing 5 Thouſands 
of ill Deſigns, and illegal Praftices wou'd mriſcarry, 
# it -was not for the Midwifery of Money, . 

Hence ' particularly ariſe that miſchievous Pair, 
which conſpire to- propagate Falſhood, Sbornation, 
and Perjury; the Cry ot both which is heard in 
this 
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this Covenant 3 the former is notorious, and. the lat- 
ter plainly imply'dz' for what the Watch diſcover' 
and declar'd the Chief \ Prieſts, and was 
terwards debated in Council before the whole 


what bad faid, ſeems to_ have all- the Foroue- 


lities of erjury by | | 
In ſuch fad Solewaitics was this eccurſed Conenaut 
ſtruck up with Money. I will fay no more, but 
TP Os 0a That  betray'd the Chrifi 

t not be once named among'us, as 
becometh Chriſtians. | 


I now proceed to the 


Fond and Article of od. namely, How _ - 


ary 0-0 in was d? 

And - it ſeems, Mercenary Slaves, theſe - 

Obſequious, Officious Lyars, tho' they were falſe te 

God and ence, yet they were true to the 
ithful: Servants #0 the 

took the money, 


= 
* 


- 


ated as Mechines, 


ff : 
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Sticklers upon an immediate och in- all the Diſc * 
ples Houſes, for the fol Bodys and the Rowen 
beers, who- were: ſevere” Exatters of Military Di- 
ſcipline,' 'wou'd infallibly have made the (keepy Watch 
Examples for neglefting their Poſt : Bur- a' little 
Underhand-draling: compounds for all this 5 and the 
Soldiers, encourag'd with Jarge Gifts, ' and back'd 
with Authotity, p, after their Teachers 5 and ſo the 
Bargain is orinh | | 0072 DER ' JT 


= 
Ba 
" 
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And by this means, as many 45 \had 4 mind to 
be deceir/d, were deceiv'd with a fottiſh idle Story, 
which- our Evangeliſt tells us was commonly repor- 
ted among the Jews at the-time of his Writmg the 
Goſpel; 'and | not' whether this 484, 
this Monſftrow Fable, this luſty-lyirg-wondoer do 
obtain among that infatuated People unto this day. 
A juſt Judgment upen 'em who receiv'd not the love 
4 the truth that they might be ſeven; for which cauſe 

. God ſent them a ſtrong Delution, the Apoſtle, 
that they ſhow'd believe a Iyt, that \they might ' all- be 
danmn'd who | believ'd- not trath; but -had pleaſure. 
in unrighteoſneſs; , Uo»! #140 

Bur after all , this Bargain was not fo thorowly 

erformd. - Malice and. Money by their* powerful 
deracy, - held ont for 'forme- rirme, and may db 
ſtill in ſome dark Corners of «he World", 'agai 
the Truth, but (generally ſpeakitrg ) Truttyin this 
Aftion ptov'd toe ſtrong for 'em both, and tris 
amph'd in ſpite” of 'em., All their Machinations 
ſoon ſpett ' themiſelves/in the | #r; withoat- doing 
any confiderable Exeention, ©! {i (2099 

I plain Englis ; this witked' Plot '' was not" fb 
etoſely carry'& on, 'but the Fraud came to: PAW. 
Ear, and; norfichſtanding the Enguperrent that was 

| C made 
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made by the ,Sawhedrim to :ſuade hinr,' yer he had 
ſo mach in + Jogenuney an they, that he confe(- 
ſes and declares the whole Intrigue to, his Imperial 
Maſter Tiberivs, in a Letter which is yet extant in 
the Hiſtory of the Centwriators, part of which | will 
here give, becauſe it is a Lg of all the 
Evangelical Story. 


Cent. 1. 
L I, C. 10. 


Ib; axtem (principes Judeorvm) crucifixerant en Gre, ** \ | 


i.e, * The Rulers. of the Jews. crucified-this Jeſor, 
* and placed a Guard to keep him in the Sepal- 
* chre: But he, while my Soldiers were upon the 
* Watch,. roſe the third Day; but ſo, hot. was the 
* crafty Malice of the Fews, that they gave Mo- 
* ney to the Guard, to ſay' that bis Diſciples ſtole 
* away his Body :. But when, they had receiv'd the 
« Money, for receive it they did, tecere non potwe- 
* rant, they coud neither keep. Counal nor Sk 
« lence, for they teſtify'd not only that - they /ſaw 
* him riſe again, but that they receivd Money of 
* the Jews to ſay the contrary. | 


This is agreeable to what Joſephws, Exſebins, and. 7. Am. 
others relate.in this Matter. And here, we ſee the ones 
whole Myſtery of Iniquity..laid open,  tho' the Sol- z4.1.. 
diers had taken Money againſt the Truth, yet they 2. 


cau'd not conceal it long; much leſs diſguiſe” it 
with a Lye: They ſoon found it too. hard for 'em 
to kick againſt the. Pricks of Conſcience, and reſt. 
the Majeſty of Truth. '' 4.514 av 

And this agrees with the other Interpretation which 


ſome give of this Saying which was commonly report-, 


ed among the Jews, viz. not that the Diſciples ſtole 
him away, but that the Soldiers-were hired to lay y 
| D 2 An 
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And fo I leave the Matter before your udg- 
ment, and ſhall conclude this laſt Article with one 
brief Inference. 


That tho' Innocence may be pans and Truth 

ſally'd for a ſeaſon , by proſperous Deceits and Con- 
ſpiracies, yet a Lying Tongue, and bought Evidence, 
is but for a Moment. Truth cer long ſhall even 
ſpring ont of the Earth, like Plants and Flowers af- 
ter a ſtormy Winter; and Righteouſneſs ſhall look 
down and diſcover it ſelt from Heaven. Like the 
Sun after a ſhort Eclipſe, it ſhall recover its full 
Glory, and then the Face of them that forge Lyex 
-_ ” © Los fuall be fre _ Month of "them that 
peak tho s ſhall opped. 
R And certainly if the Parity and Danger of this 
thing were well conſider'd, how theſe evil Inſtruments 
do mm the End prove Bruta fulmina, infignificant 
Flaſhes , and beimg over-charg'd with Malice and 
Lyes, that the Powder, theſe the Balls, do recoil, 
and fly foul in the Faces of thar Inventors; there 
wou'd need no other Diſcouragement to Suborners, 
and falſe Witnefles. 


I exhort therefore, 


Firſt of all, that the Giver of Bribes wou'd confi- 
der, that tho? he may at. preſent raiſe thick Miſs 
of Error with Money, yet the piercing Beams of 
Truth will ſoon break thro' all refſtance. 

However , reſeſtleſs Death ( which comes poſting 
on) cannot be brib'd, nor the laſt Judgment corrup- 
ted. Alt Diſguiſes and Vizards ſhall then be pluck d 
off, and both Truth and Falſhood appear in m_ proper 


i 
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Colours, All Wicked Confpiracies ſhall be detefted, 
Lyes confounded, Malice and Envy arraign'd 
and condemn'd, and the Money of Suborners pe- 
riſh with 'em. —— For if Sizvon the Sorcerer had 
ſuch a juſt Sentence of Condemnation paſs'd upon 
him, for attempting to purchaſe the Spixit of Trath - 
with Money, what ſhall become of them who give 
Money to Licenſe a Lye? 

St. Jobn /has (hew'd them their Place, and Por- 
tion, and (wretched Partners, Rev. 22. 15. declaring 
that whoſpever loveth and maketh a the, ſhall not enter 
' in thro the/gates into the heavenly Gu , but ſhall have 
their portion with dogs, and ſorcerers, and whoremongers, 
and murderers, and idolaters, 


Again, I exhort, that the Receivers of Bribes 


wou'd all conſider what the Law ſays, Put not thine Exwd.23.1. 


hand with the wicked to be an unrighteons witneſs; 


what the Goſpel faith, What ſball it profit thee if marts.z6. 


thou ſhalt gain the whole world, and loſe thine own 
Soul ? and what Conſcience ſays, Is there not a lye 
in thy right hand ? 

And what is it, thou vile abje& Creature, that 
thou receiveſt in Exchange for thy Soul? What 2? 
A corruptible Vanity for an immortal Subſtance 
a Royal Image and Superſcription ſtamp'd upon Earth- 
ly Metal for the glorious Image of God, (ſtamp'd upon 
the Soul ? And, Alas! is there any proportion be- 
twixt White or Yellow Earth, arid a Celeſtial Life? 
Can you purchaſe an Inheritance incorruptible with 
that which Ruſt corrupteth ? or the Rewards of Righ- 
teouſneſs with the Price "of Iniquity * Can you pro- 
cure Indulgencies in Hell for Money ? or repeal an 
irreverſible Sentence ? or commute for infinite Pu- 
niſhments ? or even in this Life, Will 11|-gotten 
Wealth 


- - 
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Wealth purchaſe Peace of Mind, or 'fatisfie the m- 
fatiae Worm which -gnaws upon a grilry Confa- 
ence ? w_Y —”"—_ 

''O God, that Men ſhou'd hunger for that which 
is not Bread / and unlawfully covet that which pro- 
fitteth not! that thoſe incſtimable Jewels Truth and 
Righteouſneſs, Soul and Conſcience ſhou'd be bar- 
ter d for Money ! | 

Think'then, think, fooliſh Wretch, what a forry 
Bargain thou art making, when thou art hiring thy 
ſelf to do miſchief by telhng a Lye, ſwearing talſe- 
ly, and the like. Be not ſo eafily catch'd with the 
Lrting Temptations remember the dangerous Hook 
before you ſwallow the Bait z conſider the Curſe before 
you pluck the forbidden Fruit ; tho' the Serpent encir- 
cling the Branches appear with S:lver Scales, yet he 
carries a deadly Sting : and this ſure will check thy 
heaving Inclinations. 

Finally, 1 exhort that we all ſeriouſly conſider 
the Deſolation which befe] the Jew;ſþ Church and 
State for their harden'd Malice and-finiſter Pra@ti-' 
ces, that the Judgments which befel rhem may be 
a Warning to this Land, and their Miſery a Motive 
to our Amendment. | ; 

" If we that profeſs our Faith in Chriſt”s Reſurre@i. 
on, imitate the Wickedneſs and Treachery of thoſe 
Murderers, whoſe Malice purſu'd him beyond the 
Grave, What is, if this be not, to Cracifie the ſor 

God afreſh ? If our Inclinations and Cuſtoms be 
o Mercenary, what are we betrer than the' Jews 
who worſhipped the Golden Calves? Our Cove- 
touſneſs, 4s Chriſtians, is as groſs Idolatry as theirs. 
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I wiſh, indeed, thar Jeruſalem bad been the aff 
Scene of infamous Corruption in this kind 5 that 
theſe ſhameful Impieties had been peculiar to the 
Jews, ſo that neither the like Sins nor Judgments 
might be repeated any more. | 

Bur, alas! how little do many Men of wnclean 
Hands now-a-days conſider why that Congregation of 
Hypocrites was (0 miſerably wade Deſolate,, and how 
Fire conſum'd thoſe Tabernacles of Bribery | bow lit- 
tle do they think of the Obſervation of the Son of 
| $Syrach, that becauſe of unrighteons dealings, injuries, 
and riches got by deceit, the kingdom is tranſlated ow 
one people to another | How little do they now think. 
of, or regard what the Lord. God of 1/raet ſays, 
There is an Accurſed Thing i the —_ thee O' 77.1. 14% 
Iſrael : Thou canſt not ſtand before thine Enemivs, un-- 
til ye take away the Accurſed Thing from among you.. 

But ſince the King by Judgment. 1s now 
eſtabliſhing the © Land, what have we more to do?- 
but with: fervency unite our Prayers to God, by 
whom Kings reign, and the Judges of the Earth de- 
orte Juſtice, 


That it may pleaſe him to bleſs and keep the Magi-- me 
ſtrates, giving thew Grace to execute Jultice, 
and maintain Trath, as it is in Jeſus, and let- 
Al! the People ſay, Amen. 
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